
What is at Stake? 

Legislation at Risk 

 Antiquities Act:  The Antiquities Act was signed into law in 1906 by Theodore Roosevelt.  It is the 

“first United States law to establish that archeological sites on public lands are important public 

resources. It obligates federal agencies that manage the public lands to preserve for present and future 

generations the historic, scientific, commemorative, and cultural values of the archaeological and 

historic sites and structures on these lands. It also authorizes the President to protect landmarks, 

structures, and objects of historic or scientific interest by designating them as National Monuments.” It 

was created in response to nationwide looting and destruction of archaeological sites, with many 

artifacts being taken and sold in European markets. The first national monument created under the 

Antiquities Act was Devils Tower, a monolith of volcanic rock in Wyoming that is considered sacred by 

many Native American Tribes.   

Repeal of the Antiquities Act could mean no further protections for the thousands of acres and historic 

cultural sites currently designated National Monuments. It could mean a return to archaeological looting 

and desecration of graves and sacred sites.  It could also mean that these sites and landmarks could be 

destroyed in the name of economic interests, such as oil and natural gas mining.   

Read More:   https://www.nps.gov/archeology/sites/antiquities/about.htm  

https://www.nps.gov/archeology/tools/laws/AntAct.htm  

http://www.npr.org/templates/story/story.php?storyId=90631198  

 National Historic Preservation Act:  The NHPA was passed in 1966 with broad bipartisan 

support. This law established State Historic Preservation Offices and state-level funding for preservation 

efforts, as well as the national Advisory Council on Historic Preservation. It also created the National 

Register of Historic Places.  Perhaps the most threatened aspect of this law today is Section 106 – which 

stipulates that whenever Federal money (your tax dollars), permits, or agencies conduct projects, they 

must take into account the effect of that undertaking on historic sites.  Increasingly, Federal projects and 

those that require federal permits are being declared exempt from this reasonable oversight meant to 

stem the tide of destruction to important cultural heritage.  As the law states, protecting “irreplaceable 

heritage is in the public interest so that its vital legacy of cultural, educational, aesthetic, inspirational, 

economic, and energy benefits will be maintained and enriched for future generations of Americans”. 

Read More:  http://www.achp.gov/NHPA.pdf  

  http://preservation50.org/about/nhpa-history/   

 National Environmental Policy Act: The NEPA was passed in 1969 in response to increasing 

environmental degradation as the result of unbridled corporate development. The law established the 

Superfund program, to document and clean-up severely contaminated sites. It also established oversight 

and protections for American citizens regarding future projects that could impact the cultural and natural 

environment.  The goals of NEPA were “to maintain conditions in which man and nature can co-exist in 

productive harmony; a desire for early public involvement in government decision-making; and a desire 

for complete disclosure of the environmental consequences of any proposed action before a decision is 

made that will affect our environment.” Nearly 50 years after it was passed, it is easy to forget how bad 

things once were.  However we only have to look to China and other countries with few environmental 

regulations in place to see how bad it could get. We can also see how the provisions for public 

involvement and disclosure in NEPA have been ignored in recent projects, leading to crises such as the 

Dakota Access Pipeline.  Repeal of NEPA and/or weakening of the EPA places the health of the 

environment at risk and places economic interests above your health and wellbeing. 

Read More: https://www.epa.gov/aboutepa/our-mission-and-what-we-do  

https://archive.epa.gov/epa/aboutepa/national-environmental-policy-act-interview-

william-hedeman-jr.html  

https://www.nps.gov/archeology/sites/antiquities/about.htm
https://www.nps.gov/archeology/tools/laws/AntAct.htm
http://www.npr.org/templates/story/story.php?storyId=90631198
http://www.achp.gov/NHPA.pdf
http://preservation50.org/about/nhpa-history/
https://www.epa.gov/aboutepa/our-mission-and-what-we-do
https://archive.epa.gov/epa/aboutepa/national-environmental-policy-act-interview-william-hedeman-jr.html
https://archive.epa.gov/epa/aboutepa/national-environmental-policy-act-interview-william-hedeman-jr.html


Departments at Risk 

(https://www.washingtonpost.com/graphics/politics/trump-presidential-budget-2018-proposal/?utm_term=.7f3e6c61830b) 

 Arts & Cultural Agencies: The 2018 budget proposal calls for eliminating four cultural agencies 

and their collective $971 million budgets. Specifically, this budget eliminates the National Endowment 

for the Arts, the National Endowment for the Humanities, the Institute of Museum and Library Services, 

and the Corporation for Public Broadcasting, which supports public television and radio, including PBS 

and NPR. Cultural and social research and public dissemination of research are funded by NEH grants, 

their elimination will have a profound ripple-effect on higher education.  Imagine no public radio or 

public television, both of which provide important educational and cultural programming.  The IMLS 

provides support for museums and libraries across the country, many of which are already under threat 

from reductions in local funding.  

Read More:  https://www.arts.gov/    

https://www.neh.gov/  

https://www.imls.gov/  

http://www.cpb.org/  

 Environmental Protection Agency:  The EPA is responsible for a number of different things, 

including maintaining and enforcing national standards under numerous environmental laws, in 

consultation with state, tribal, and local governments.  The current Administrator of the EPA is Scott 

Pruitt, who has personal economic interests in the oil and natural gas industry and denies the 

overwhelming scientific evidence for human induced climate change.  The 2018 budget released by the 

White House proposes a 31% budget cut for the EPA.  The vast majority of people employed by the 

EPA are scientists and researchers. Layoffs of personnel and decrease research funding will undoubtedly 

have an impact on the work the EPA conducts, protecting American citizens.  Additionally, the EPA 

website has been gutted, so that it is increasingly difficult to find information about what the EPA does, 

the results of climate change research, and much more. Lastly, Great Lakes restoration funding is 

proposed to be cut, which will affect underwater archaeology and maritime landscapes, as well as the 

health of these precious ecosystems that hold more than 20% of the Earth’s fresh water. 

Read More: https://www.theguardian.com/us-news/2016/dec/08/scott-pruitt-trump-administration-

epa-oil-gas-environment  

 Education Department: The Education Department oversees numerous programs affecting 

education from preschool through college. The Education Department faces a 14% cut under the 

proposed 2018 budget. This would downsize or eliminate a many grants, including for teacher training, 

afterschool programs, and aid to low-income and minority college students. This budget will 

disproportionately affect low-income and minority students (both in urban and rural settings), 

particularly decreasing the quality of primary education for these populations and making it more 

difficult for them to pursue college degrees. 

Read More:  https://childandfamilypolicy.duke.edu/pdfs/pubpres/BriefHistoryofUS_DOE.pdf  

 Interior Department: “The Department of Interior protects and manages the Nation’s natural 

resources and cultural heritage; provides scientific and other information about those resources; and 

honors the Nation’s trust responsibilities or special commitments to American Indians, Alaska Natives, 

and affiliated island communities.”  The propose 2018 budget cuts DOI funding by 12%.  This will 

eliminate funding for 49 National Heritage Areas and decrease funding for public land acquisition (and 

protection).  It could also impact maintenance of national parks and historic sites, as well as enforcement 

of activity such as illegal wildlife and antiquities trafficking at the national borders. 

Read More: https://www.doi.gov/whoweare/interior  

https://www.doi.gov/sites/doi.gov/files/migrated/pmb/ppp/upload/DOI-Strategic-Plan-

for-FY-2014-2018-POSTED-ON-WEBSITE-4.pdf  
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